Mandan Middle School Football – 2014 Season
My staff and I would like to welcome you to Middle School Football, and we thank you for encouraging your son to participate in sports. We are looking forward to working with your son to make him a better athlete, and particularly, a better football player. I’m certain that this season will be an enjoyable experience for your son, and provide him with memories that will last for years to come.   











Coach Coyle










Work: 751-6501










Cell: 663-7468
Gear Handout:
All athletes will pick up their gear in the multipurpose room located at the southwest corner of the middle school. 8th graders should have gotten their gear prior to this parent/athlete meeting, and 7th graders will get their gear right after this meeting. Any athletes that are unable to get their gear tonight will be able to pick it up at practice on Monday. 
Practice Location & Times:
All athletes will dress in the multipurpose room and practice on the fields just west of the middle school. Practice will start at 3:45 and end at 5:15.  Please make every effort to pick your son up right after practice. Athletes that have not been picked up by 5:35 may be penalized playing time during subsequent games. If you can’t be there please make arrangements with someone else to pick him up. WE ARE NOT A BABYSITTING SERVICE! If practice is cancelled due to inclement weather all athletes will be notified at school earlier that day. We will NOT be having practice on Labor Day nor early school dismissal days.
Equipment Needed:
During the first 3 practices, a light-colored T-shirt, shorts, football cleats, and socks is all that is needed. Most athletes also have a mouth guard at this time so they get used to breathing with it in their mouths.

Please be sure that it has been fitted to their mouths, and leave the attachment strap on it so it can be attached to their helmets. (Mouth guards cannot be white or clear colored)
During the remainder of the season each athlete is responsible for having a mouth guard, cleats, athletic supporter with a cup, T-shirt for under shoulder pads, boxers or gym shorts, and socks.

We will provide all other necessary protective equipment as well as a practice and game jersey.
Athletes that have black pants with pads in them from youth football may wear them. Also many athletes are buying spandex shorts with hip and tailbone pads sewn in them. 
Game Schedule & Game Locations:
We anticipate having three 7th grade teams and three 8th grade teams. We hope to schedule at least 6 games for each of these teams. Our opponents include Horizon, Wachter, Simle, St. Mary’s, Dickinson, Minot and Jamestown. Our coaches will be meeting with the other coaches right after our season begins, and a final game schedule will be drafted. As soon as these schedules are completed I will send a copy home with each athlete. Please be patient! All 7th grade home games will be played at MMS Field, and are usually played on Tuesdays. All 8th grade games will also be played at MMS Field, and are usually played on Thursdays. All buses needed for away games will leave from and return to the Middle School.
 2014 Rules & Eligibility:   Each athlete…
1. must have a physical prior to participating in ANY practice. must have all paperwork turned in and a $20 fee paid prior to their first game or they will not participate.

2. and at least one parent will have to watch a video which explains the risks of contact sports.

Both the athlete and parent will then sign and turn in a form confirming they saw this video.

An additional form that must be signed this year is a Student-Athlete & Parent Concussion Statement.

      3.   must have attended 9 practices in order to participate in their first game.

      4.   must be passing ALL classes in order to be eligible to participate the following week.

      5.   that is referred to the principal’s office for misconduct during or after school and is subsequently


assigned detention will not participate in the following game.

      6.   that behaves inappropriately during practice or games will be given one verbal warning by a coach.


If the misbehavior continues the athlete’s parents will be notified by his coach, and that athlete will not 
            be allowed to participate during the next game.

      7.   that is absent from practice must turn in a note signed by a parent excusing the absence. These notes 
            are kept and provide a record of who has missed practice. Plus, it lets us know that parents are aware 
            of their son’s absence from practice. It is also considered an excused absence if an athlete 

            PERSONALLY tells one of the coaches in advance that they will be missing practice.
      8.   that misses a practice, and does not provide us with a note, will have an unexcused absence and

            will not be allowed to participate in the next football game.

      9.   that accumulates two unexcused absences from practice or has to sit out a second game because of 

            misbehavior will be asked to turn in their gear and will no longer be allowed on the team.

    10.   is responsible for any school equipment issued. Athletes that lose or damage school property will 

            reimburse the school for the equipment.

    11.   must follow school policy governing the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other controlled substances.

            Any infraction of these rules will result in immediate dismissal from the team.

    12.   will conduct themselves in a sportsmanlike manner at all times while representing MMS. Athletes will 

            treat teammates, coaches, and officials with respect as well as coaches and athletes representing other 

            schools. Team members will be a positive influence on their teammates at all times. Parents are also 

            asked to display good sportsmanship at all times, and to help make this football season an enjoyable one.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - tear off and return to a coach - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I, ___________________________________, and at least one of my parents, have read the rules of conduct, 


(please print athlete’s name)

and eligibility, and agree to abide by them as set forth by the Athletic Dept., and the MMS Football Coaching 
Staff. By signing below, we understand our responsibility as players and parents during the 2014 season.
Athlete’s Signature_____________________________ Parent’s Signature_____________________________
 Date______________________________
